
 
 

1 
 

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty,  

16th October 2019 

Bevan Foundation Twitter Chat on child poverty  
 

To mark International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, the Bevan Foundation hosted a 

Twitter panel chat on 17th October. A panel of guests took part in the impassioned debate, 

including Victoria Winckler, Director of the Bevan Foundation; Mark Hooper, Founder of 

IndyCube; Michael Imperato, Partner and Solicitor at Watkins & Gunn and Tamsin Stirling, 

independent housing consultant.   In total, 32 people joined the discussion. We couldn’t 

include every contribution but here is a snapshot .  

 

Q1.  Why should we care about child poverty? 
 

Tamsin Stirling: We should care about child poverty for many reasons. I work in housing - 

the link between experience of poverty as a child & a higher likelihood of homelessness as 

an adult is of great concern to me. 

 

Mark Hooper: Surely having children in poverty is an awful representation of the type of 

society we are part of....  

 

Tamsin Stirling: All children should be able to fulfil their potential; child poverty means that 

won't be the case for far too many children in Wales 

 

Michael Imperato: Is child poverty not also a barrier to access of many key services?... it is 

also an issue with access to education which is critical 

 

Mark Hooper: Surely the other key concern … is that we increasingly condemn children 

who are born into poverty to stay there for a lifetime. I do worry that for too many child 

poverty is not an understandable phenomenon - too many can’t grasp the impact. 

 

Bevan Foundation: We worry that child poverty has become almost normal. And because it 

is normal people accept it. 

 

Mark Hooper: Yes, we’ve become immune, but we’re also increasingly a fracturing society. 

The inequality in Wales may not be as marked as some places, but it exists 

 

Nigel Pugh: Having children in poverty illustrates how skewed humanity is, seemly not 

being able to evolve past private profit at a massive historical, present and future cost 

 

Tamsin Stirling: Having enough food & a decent, safe, warm place to live is increasingly 

difficult for many families with children in Wales 

 

Steffan Evans: Agreed … I've heard from parents this summer who can't afford for their 

children to go on school trips or to have music lessons, leading them to miss out on 

opportunities that are available to their friends 
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Q2.  What are the main causes of child poverty in Wales? 
 

Tamsin Stirling: … poverty is a lack of money - not enough money to even pay for the 

(increasingly expensive) basics such as housing, food, warmth & travel 

 

Indycube: Child poverty root causes - one of which is low pay - incl for self-employed where 

evidence has shown than 76% may be earning below poverty wages. They’re not all 

techtosterone fuelled tech whizzkids! 

 

Tamsin: Lack of money stems from low wages, a welfare benefits system that does not take 

account of the cost of things, including raising children, and increasing cost of essentials 

 

Michael Imperato: another case taken up lately was issue of cost of school uniform - Welsh 

Gov was going to reduce what support they gave backtracked - such costs can be 

prohibitive 

 

Steffan Evans: absolutely - we published a report last month setting out how some of the 

support provided by Welsh Government to children living in poverty is not being used as 

effectively as possible https://t.co/LnCc5lmjIY 

 

Ceri: … while our politicians respond to the needs of those who vote children won’t be high 

on the agenda. Take travel fares as a starter, free bus pass for wealthy pensioners, children 

pay. Everything stems from that starting position 

 

Bevan Foundation: Yes very true. But while children can't vote their parents definitely can! 

So people need to believe that change is possible 

 

Ceri: Is it possible with our current set up? We have UK govs that bat from red to blue, a 

perpetual red in wales yet our figures get worse? We have a children-in-care epidemic, no 

votes in it so no manifesto features when it should be front and centre? 

 

Steffan Evans: Absolutely it is possible. The Scottish Government are introducing the 

Scottish Child Payment, which is projected to lift 30,000 children out of poverty. Could we 

have powers devolved to introduce something similar in Wales? 

 

Mark Hooper: Some of the old mantras no longer hold true. If one of those is work...Fastest 

growing cohort of poverty in Wales has 2 people working; 2nd fastest, 1 person working. 

Work is no longer a route out of #poverty 

 

Tamsin Stirling: lots of self employed people are not self-employed by choice & are part of 

the gig economy with poor job security and working conditions - the interaction between 

fluctuating wages & the welfare system can be v difficult to manage 

 

Michael Imperato: an issue is that research from Bangor UNI shows people in Wales less 

likely to challenge for their rights - probs with access to justice in Wales may be a factor in 

child poverty  
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Q3  What helps to reduce the effects of child poverty? 
 

Ceri: Education. It’s the magic bullet. Tony B had it … right. Education education education. 

And need to invest more where it matters most. And early years. The evidence is there. Act 

on it. 

 

Tamsin Stirling: Agree that education is important but children living in poverty may not get 

the most out of education if they don't have access to learning materials, school trips, don't 

have enough to eat at home etc - so need to address these barriers too 

 

Geraint Griffiths: Agree there has to be work that pays however if the educational 

attainment gap is reduced then children have a better chance of breaking through the 

poverty circle and fulfilling their potential. I do think education is a very big factor in tackling 

child poverty 

 

Mark Hooper: And from a macro-economic perspective this money would move around the 

system, not get stuck in savings accounts. 

 

Basic Income Wales: *cough* basic income including a children’s UBI 

 

Chris Weaver: Paying the Real Living Wage, directly and through contracted 3rd parties - 

not just reduces the effect but reduces the poverty 

 

Tamsin Stirling: free school meals, holiday food schemes, school uniform grants, support 

for council tax, Welsh Water low income tariff etc etc - separate application processes for 

many of these schemes - what about poverty of time?  

 

Geraint Griffiths: whatever is out there now it is obviously not enough especially in Wales 

 

Michael Imperato: how do those in poverty challenge exclusions, refusal of Special Needs 

Provision, unfair admissions There needs to be access to challenge 

 

Steffan Evans: There's a heck of a lot more we can do within the powers we've currently 

got. We'll have a report out shortly looking at how Welsh support schemes like Free School 

Meals, EMA and PDG Access can be better used to solve poverty 

 

Nigel Pugh: Enabling, co-producing true economic and environmental resilience. 

Renewable community energy, community food growing, local banking, local currencies, 

intergrated local health care, basic income, participatory budgeting, inter-generational 

community spaces 

 

Aled Gwyn Williams: Nothing will change until Wales has the powers to make the change, 

and that's only attainable with Independence 

 
Arian Cymru: positive results could well be achieved if we listen to communities and 

implement programs to deliver community cohesion, resilience and growth. 
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Q4.  What else should the @WelshGovernment do to reduce child 

poverty? 
 

Tamsin Stirling: use the wellbeing of future generations act to support long-term decisions 

on investment, use the evidence (from UK & beyond) there is for primary prevention 

measures that work & put them into practice in a sustained way 

 

Mark Hooper: whatever the answers to this, we should really avoid holding onto old ‘truths’ 

that no longer hold true. 

 

Michael Imperato: On a legal note - Welsh Gov has introduced the UN convention re 

childrens rights and Child Rights Risk Assessments but these ideas need to be taken up by 

more public bodies 

 

Mark Hooper: critically, shouldn’t child poverty be higher up the political agenda? 

When we don’t, for example, ensure real living wage is paid to a WG owned asset Cardiff 

Airport 

 

BF: It should be top priority! We are setting Wales up for a bleak future unless we make sure 

that every child has a secure home, decent food to eat and a loving family 

 

Mark Hooper: Earlier in the discussion we had talk of vote winners. Eradicating child 

poverty should surely get a cross party consensus. 

 

Tamsin Stirling: - it should - and particularly linked to all the other issues that will be 

addressed if child poverty is eradicated where there is already a cross-party consensus - 

thinking homelessness as an example 

 

Q5.  How can public support for action to solve child poverty be 

increased? 
 

Tamsin Stirling: I think an important part of this is emphasising the impact of child poverty 

on society & thinking about the structural causes - too often poverty can be seen as due to 

the failings/weakness of individuals.  

 

Mark Hooper: we need to better grasp the impact of child poverty via stories being told. 

We need everyone to find child poverty abhorrent & demand that all options should be on 

the table to solve it - it’s that important. 

 

Tamsin Stirling: the work of the @FrameWorksInst is v interesting on this & has been used 

by @jrf_uk - they have changed the way they talk about poverty in the UK to generate 

increased public support for action that will reduce/eradicate poverty 

 

Mark Hooper: These stories will be hard to hear. They will touch us - but sympathy 

shouldn’t be the outcome. We need demands to be made more forcibly. If we don’t currently 

have the powers (we don’t) let’s not rest until we have them. 

 

Tamsin Stirling: Solidarity not sympathy 
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So there you have it: a variety of views about the causes of and solutions to poverty, from 

education to universal basic income. But mutual outrage about the existence of child poverty 

in Wales. 

 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to take part in our #BFPovertychat, especially our 

panellists. 

 

If you want to help us end poverty in Wales, please #JoinAgainstPoverty this October at: 

https://www.bevanfoundation.org/support-us/individuals/ 
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